Overigtit Bide — Tnon (Jounty, W7
September 19-21, 2025

The Hodag 4-Wheelers ATV-UTV Club members went for a long weekend of riding the routes and trails of Iron County,
Wisconsin beginning on Friday, September 19th through Sunday, the 21st. We explored the Mercer and Hurley areas and
visited Lake Superior’s shoreline at Saxon Harbor. We stayed at the Great Northern Hotel in Mercer.

On Friday, 14 machines carrying 25 people traveled to Bear Chasers Lodge Bar & Grill in Hurley. We had a delicious
lunch and then went sightseeing at Lake of the Falls County Park in Mercer. We then returned to the hotel. We rode from
about 10:30 am to about 4:30 pm. Friday’s pictures follow...
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RODDIS , " LAKE OF
| ISLINE & . THE FALLS

IRON i H
county < il )" AREA

The fe}ling of Iron County's great stands of timber mainline track. Timber continued to flow, by rail
began in the late 1870's. The white pine was the first 3 . v instead of water, to sawmills. Dwindling supplies of
to be cut. Down the Turtle River and over Lake of the wood and the Great Depression forced the Roddis Line to
Falls, buoyant pine logs were floated to sawmills further south. abandon its operations in 1938, ending Iron County's logging
railroad era.

Spring, when the rivers were highest, was log driving time.
Dams were constructed on the Turtle River here, at Lake of the
Falls, and upstream at Shea's Dam to provide the flush of water
needed to push the logs downstream.

The colorful pinery days were intense, but short. By 1906 the
last stands of white pine had been cut.

The valuable virgin hardwood timber that remained offered a
bigger challenge-- it did not float like pine. The Roddis Lumber
and Veneer Company solved the problem as early as 1903 by
creating a "logging railroad” extending into the timberlands west
of Lake of the Falls.

By mid-1920's the "Roddis Line" railroad had spread like

branches on a tree connecting 15 logging company camps to the
\ Wisconsin
Youlre Among Friends

ot
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On Saturday, 3 less people (22) in one less machine (13) left the hotel at 9:30 am and traveled to a B-47 Memorial
Site in Hurley, W1, then to Spring Camp Falls outside of Hurley, WI and visited Plummer Mine in Montreal, WI. We
then traveled to Saxon Harbor, WI, where we ate lunch at Harbor Lights. We then returned back to the hotel by 5:50

pm. The round trip was approximately 118 miles.
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B-lﬁ'/ MEMORIA]L

THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD,

AS WE THAT ARE LEFT TO GROW OLD
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM, NOR
THE YEARS CONDEMN
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN
AND IN THE MORNING,

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

LEST WE FORGET.
MEMORIAL ESTABLISHED IN 2014
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Plesse enjoy o Memoral
1t dedicated not only to these Airmen and theix families
wh sacrficed so mch,
bt forall Veterans who have served,
and are still servimg to protect ous Countey 4nd owr Freedom.
“THE TALLEST OF MEN WILL
ALWAYS BOW DOWN; TO
ENSURE THOSE WHO HAVE
SACRIFICED SO MUCH ARE
NEVER FORGOTTEN"

A special thanks goes oat to Crt Myers (Designer s Project Manager),
O'Callagha

Greg Losse

Tomy Lehmann, Greg Loeser, Curt Myers, Terry Myers, and Douglas O Callaghan.
‘The hard workof the following individuals who donsied
ver 1,550 hours of theiz precious Hime in building this memoril:
‘Randy ke Mary Abramson, Steve Beining, Craig & Eric Dosman, Steven Finco,
Kevin & Caroline Fugate, Don ~Big Bird” Thlenfeldt,
Joe, Angie & Gunner KecKeisen, Tony Léhmann, Greg, Gretchen e Scot Loeser,

Callaghan,
and Cunt Vanepern.

oo

W s decply moved and homored that 50 many gave s0 mach in 3 very s : =

Wit e rve dome fo ourselves slone dies with s What we r i
int immortal” - Albert Pike.
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4 Air Force Officers Killed As econd Bomber Crashes Near
Jet Bomber C es In Iron Co. Hurley Within Ten Weeks

B R ]

@
This Boeing B-47
Memorial Model,
was Fabricated and Donated by:

Gregory | Landrelti

October 7, 2004

Dosing B-47 Stratojet
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What is 2 “Headframa?”
Hasdframes are Large stew!
siructures that spanned 360w the
apering t0 an ron ore shaft mine.
Caties nuaring from an engine oist
house ran through the sheave
mheels on top of the heackams and
connecied to elevatar ke cars that
wecs lowered o the mine. Cars
the shaft

Tron

S 19-2l, 2025

It's a Connector
The Piumer Mina Head)

ove than just a ca6l 120 year old
structure..jt is @ cennector, During
its opesation, it physically connected
miners to valuable iron ore
tesourees they mined decp
undierground, ron was this orea’s
*red gold® that supparted their
communities and familes.

The Headirame connected this
region 1o the werld as i

oat o stes! mills to build a growing
America

The Headframe continues to
onrect us 1o tegion's iron mining
consider how we uss
©Natural resources in the

N — x W S
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metimes misspelled “Plummer
o "Plurber”, is Wisconsin's last
remining iron mining headframe and
the last of hundreds that dotted the
lspdscape of the famous Penokee-
Gagebic Iron Range. The Plumer
Mine Heaclrame site tells the story
of the region's iron mining heritage.
tis listed on the National Register

of Historic Places.

Our Vision

In summer 2023, a group of
volunteers organized the Friends of
the Plumer Mine Headframe and
Began the first phase of site
restoration. Volunteers cleared
tees and brush growing under the
Headframe. Fencing was replaced
10 enhance public safety and

Friends Of The Plumer Mine

face

Headframe Site
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